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Matthew 6:1-4 “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in
order to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in _
heaven. 2“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the @n
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by ‘,\B

needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4
giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret wiII‘reward yo!

Did Jesus suggest we give to the poor or command us to?

Do we lose God’s reward if someone praises us for something?




OT Giving

e Tithe — 10% of income

« Freewill — giving above and beyond 10% for specific purposes such as b
temple ol

e Alms — giving to the poor . y

Eight Principals of OT/NT Giving: G
* Giving is investing with God and puts us into the cycle of blessings =~
e Giving is to be sacrificial

e Giving is not related to what we have

e Giving correlates with Spiritual riches

* Giving is to be purposefully determined

e Giving is to be in response to need

e Giving demonstrates love and not the law
* Giving is to be generous
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Matthew 6:5-8 5 “And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites.

For they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners,
that they may be seen by others. Truly, | say to you, they have received @i
their reward. ® But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and |
pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret |

will reward you. 7 “And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases | é
as the Gentiles do, for they think that they will be heard for their many |~
words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you n before

you ask him. -

What is the mystery of prayer and the two major views?
Is Jesus saying that there should be no public prayer?

Are we being instructed to keep our prayers short and sweet?

Ideas,
Thoughts,

Comments?

Thank you!




